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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


GABON MAY LEAVE APTU--Libreville, 15 Jul (AFP)--Gabon could leave the Afri- 
can Postal and Telecommunications Union (APTU). This was announced on Tues- 
day in a communique from the Gabonese Ministry of Information, Posts and 
Telecommunications, at the end of the fifth session of the APTU ministerial 
council meeting held in Dakar from 30 June to 5 July. [Text] [AB152001 
Paris AFP in French 1753 GMT 1° Jul 80) 


MOROCCO, FRANCE SIGN AGREEMENT--During a ceremony at the Ministry of Infor- 
mation this morning, an agreement was signed to use the Nadour Broadcasting 
Station. The agreement was reached between the Ministry of Information and 
the French Broadcasting Company, SOFIRAD, and signed by the Moroccan minister 
of information and on the French side by the director general of SOFIRAD. 
The Mediterranean International Broadcasting Company has been formed in ac- 
cordance with Moroccan law. Its headquarters will be in Nadour, but it 
will have studios in Casablance, Rabat and Tangiers. It has been agreed to 
start broadcasting in the next few days from the Tangiers studios, until 
the Nadour station is ready. [Excerpt] [LD122240 Rabat Domestic Service 
in Arabic 2000 GMT 12 Jul 80] 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


AUSTRALIAN FM RADIO STATIONS--Several new commercial FM radio stations began 
operating in Australia today. It is believed that the new FM stations in 
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth will bring about some radi- 
cal changes in radio programming in Australia. Although FM has operated in 
Australia for some time, the stations have been privately owned, government- 
operated or educationally based, and their audiences are very small. Seven 
commercial FM licenses were recently granted after years of political lLobby- 
ing, especially by AM stations who wanted to duplicate their programs on 
the higher quality frequency while other groups opposed such so-called con- 
centrated media ownership. The Federal Government decided against what is 
known as AM-FM simulcasting, and as a result a different format from current 
commercial AM programming is expected on the new FM stations. [0W130401 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0710 GMT 11 Jul 80) 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


REMOTE SENSING TEAM=-An Asian remote sensing mission comprising five members 
of UN, UNDP, ESCAP, FAO arrived in Dacca from Bangkok on Tuesday reports BSS. 
They called on Dr R. A. Ghani State Minister for Science and Technology at 
his office chamber on Wednesday mrning. Later, the mission also met Dr 
Fasihuddin Mahtab, Minister for Planning. The mission is on a visit to 
ESCAP countries--Thailand, Vietnam, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Philip- 
pines, Korea, Japan and China--to take stock of views and interest of the 
respective governments in the development of a cooperative programme in the 
field of remote sensing and satellite surveying in the said region. The 
team will also gather relevant information on national activities and prior- 
ities for remote sensing in ESCAP region. The team on the basis of their 
findings will outline a detailed work programme and draft a project docu- 
ment for a three-year regional remote sensing programme. The mission will 
leave Dacca for Delhi on May 23. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 22 May 80 p 12) 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


CRITERION FOR FACILITIES=-New Delhi, June 5--Economic viability will no 
longer be the sole criterion for providing telegraph and telephone 
facilities to stations which do not have them at present. Remoteness 

from the existing network, population and administrative importance 

will be the considerations. Facilities will be provided even if the cost- 
benefit ratio works out to the disadvantage of the department. A sample 
survey conducted cometime ago pointed out that a single telephone in a 
remote village is a major contributory factor to its economy. The department 
will also not take into account economic considerations for linking a 
limited number of pilgrim centres and irrigation and power project sites 
with telecom network. The policy decision was conveyed to the parliamentary 
consultative committee for communications ministry today by the minister, 
Mr. C. M. Stephen, who told the MPs plainly that with over 300,000 appli- 
cants on the waiting list for phone communications, the department just 

did not have the production capacity. He said orders had been placed for 
the import of 400,000 lines. As for indigenous production, the capacity 

of Rae Bareli unit was being expanded under its phase II plan. With an 
estimated capital cost of Rs 65 cr res the production target has been 

set at an additional 200,000 lines. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 

in English 6 Jun 80 p 8] 


SATELLITE=BASED TV SYSTEM=-The government is to give top consideration to 
utilize the Indian national satellite for providing a reliable satellite- 
based television system for rural areas. The possibilities of having a 
network of TV relay centers all over the major areas and introduction of 
color TV are also being examinec. This is stated in the annual report of 
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for 1979-80. In broadcasting, 
the frequency modulation service at Calcutta and Bombay stations will 

be commissioned soon. The report says small and medium newspapers will 

be given all possible encouragements. [Text] [BK100335 Delhi Domestic 
Service in English 0240 GMT 10 Jul 80] 








REMOTE SENSING CAMERA=-Ahmedabad, June 3--The space applications centre 
(SAC) has developed a new highly sensitive camera--"CCD" (charge couple 
device), The camera is based on a linear ray scanning system unlike the 
the conventional type TV cameras, The SAC has also carried out positive 
experimental tests with the CCD camera mounted on a low-flying aircraft, 
Prof, Yash Pal, director of the centre, said here today that the main 
advantage of the camera, which can even be attached to orbiting satellites, 
is that it has comparatively higher reliability and can be used for stra- 
tegic surveillance and remote sensing. It can be operated even under 
adverse weather conditions as well as in the night with better results. 
(text) (Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Jun 80 p 5) 


SOVIET RADIO LINK--New Delhi, June 8 (PTI)--A tropospheric communication 
link, which will provide high quality telecommunication services between 
India and the USSR, is expected to become operational by the end of this 
year. (nder this system radio waves will be directed towards mountain 
peaks of the Himalayas separating India and the USSR, which will act as 
knife-edges to bend a small portion of the incident energy in the direc- 
tion of the receiving terminal. The existing telecommunication services 
between the two countries are operated on a high-frequency radio link 
between New Delhi and Moscow, supplemented by satellite circuits. The 
inherent technical limitations make these facilities inadequate. The 
Soviet Union is also not yet accessible to the Intelsat satellite system 
for the establishment of a direct link. The Indian terminal for the 

link is located at Chrari-e-Sherif, 23 km. west of Srinagar. The 
estimated cost of the terminal is RS. 4 crores. The Soviet Union will 
supply radio equipment and technical assistance for the project and the 
Electronics Corporation of India two antennas for the Soviet terminal. 
The system engineering and installation of the Indian terminal will be 
done by Indian engineers. Initially the system will provide 12 voice grade 
channels capable of expansion to 24 channels. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 9 Jun 80 p 11] 
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JAPAN 


JAPAN'S NTT DEVELOPS SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
OW). 1301 Tokyo KYODO in English 1242 GMT 11 Jul 80 


(Text) Tokyo, 11 Jul KYODO--The Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Public Corp- 
orat oa has developed a satellite communications system that will provide 
homes with "facsimile newspapers" in the near future, the corporation said 
Friday. 


The corporation said it had carried out a successful "integrated digital 
satellite communications test" and developed an ultrahigh frequency small 
terrestrial station which can be set up on the roof of a building as wel! 
as a small reception device for home use. 


The test was conducted at the corporation's telecommunication institute 
in Yokosuka, Kanagawa Prefecture, by using the test communications satellite 
"Sakura" launched in December 1977. 


The development of the satellite communications system will increase the 
efficiency of satellite circuits from two to 10 times. 


A communications satellite to be used for practical purposes will be 
launched in fiscal 1982. 


The communications system developed by the corporation consists of an in- 
stallation called "demand-assign TDMA system" linked to an ultrahigh fre- 
quency small terrestrial station. 





The system can rapidly relay a large quantity of information via telephone, 
data, pictures and other means through digital information signals. 


The small reception device for home use can be applied to "facsimile news- 
papers" when it is used in combination with a home facsimile unit the 
corporation plans to put to practical use early next year. 


The developed communications systew can also be applied to “television con- 
ferences" linking distant places, data banks and other non-telephone services. 
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BRIEYS 


ARGENTINA, URUGUAY, BRAZIL AGREEMENT=-Brig Gen Oscar Corrado, communications 
secretary, signed two agreements in Uruguay, one with Uruguay and the 

other with Brazil. The agreement with Uruguay establishes cooi dination 
between the three countries [as published) for the assignment and use 

of frequency-modulated radio broadcasting channels between 88 and 108 MGZ. 
The other agreement signed between Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil will 

serve to coordinate the assignment of channels for the mobile maritime 


service in the 2065 and 2107 MGZ [numbers as publisned|]. ~ st agree- 
ment will permit the correct use of frequency-modulated rc o broudcasting 
in border areas, thus preventing harmful interference in sdcasting, 

and the second one insures an equal distribution of freque:: s tor the 


use of the mobil maritime service with the purpose of safeguarding the 
lives of sailors. [Excerpt] [PY092236 Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 
9 Jul 80 p 5] 
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GBC REPLACES RADIO DEMERARA AND STATION GBS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Jul 80 p il 


lArticle by Grace Joseph) 


(Text) 


ferent and paralle! medium. 
wave st :vice Of general 


programming giving more 


emphatic © setional 
Caribhcen and nternatana 
Gevelopme nis 


Wueteners oi have their 
choice of alternative 
Programming throughaut the 
da» The major sews 
bulletins at ° oom eaon and & 
pf wl be aired 


aed 
Ai present, 4 areal deal of 
concentrated work a vill 
progress to ensure improved 
output standards on both 
chanel, © ensure such 


crower. 

Radio Broadcasting 
commenced © 1926. then 
Brush Guanes wred over the 
telephone tystem. eo Sour 
a werk The Wmaedequetr 
system conuneed vat 193) 
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» 1934 eh commer. 
broadcasting ‘eceswing BBC 
programme:. relayed of 
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GUYANA 


evemually merged into the 
Briuish Guiana VUnned 
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later renamed Radio 
Demerara Broadcasting 


Company operating on short 
and medium wave 


in (1968, the Guyane 
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NEW TELEPHONE LINES, STATISTICS REPORTED 


Kabul KASUL NEW TIMES in English 6 Jul 80 pp 3, 4 


| Text) 


In the course of next fi- 
ve years some 7,000 telep- 
hone lines will be extend 
ed in Kabul city in addit- 
ion to the t 13200 li- 
nes, said President of the 
Tele- Communications De- 
partment of the Commu- 
nications Ministry in an 
interview to a reporter of 
the Hagqiqat—i— Engelabi 
Saur daily He added the 
department in order to de- 
velop and expand commu- 
nications eerviees in the 
eountry has drafted useful 
plans some of which = are 
near completion and the 
rest will be completed in 
due time 

Beside develooment of 
telephone exchange servi- 
ces in the city the Kanda- 
har Telephone Exchanee 
Centre was promoted to 
4500 lines. the Herat and 
Mazar—i—Sharif cities to 
WO lines each Jalalabad 
and Kunduz telephone ex- 
change centres 1.900 lines 
Further expounding. the 
president of Tele— Comm- 
unications said. 49 teler- 
hone lines will allo be ex- 
tended in Puli Khumri, 


Ghazni, Charikar, Shiber 
han and Gardez cities lik: 
ewise in the course of the 
first five vear socio-econ- 
omic development plan 
of DRA the micro—wave 
project of Islam— Qala- 
Torkham and Hairatan 
Khost would also be com- 
pleted which would provi: 
de facilities for television 
broadcasting and other co- 
mmunication services. 

Under this plan some 
3100 new channel lines wo- 
uld be extended along wi- 
th construction work of an 
18 stovev building in down 
town Kabul to house the 
central vost office as will 
as Conmunications Minis- 
trv offices. 


With the comuvletion of 
this building dvect telep- 
hone communications will 
be maintained between 
Kabul and major provine 
ial centres. For instance if 
anvone who may like to 
speak with his relatives 
in one of the provinces co- 
uld dail the special code 
number of centre of that 
province and then dail 


— 
— 


APGHANLSTAN 


the particular number th- 
ere and thus talk to his 
relative or friend Of cou- 
rae this could be done wi- 
thout the help of the tele- 


phone operator 


Discussing the installati- 
on of new switchboards in 
various districts and sub- 
districts of the country the 
President of Tele-Commu- 
nications Department said 
during the first 5vear so- 
cio— economic developme- 
nt plan the telephone lin- 
es of those districts and 
eubdistricts whose works 
have already begun but 
have delayed for some reas 
one will be completed. Sim- 
larly a surface station wi- 
ll be installed in order to 
maintain contact with sat- 
ellites which also help in 
communication services as 
well as TV broadcasting 
network Similariv — the 
broadcasting stations will 
be expanded in Kabul and 
provinces on the basis of 
international standard 

Likewise under this plan 
TV communications wil! 











be expanded simultaneou- 
aly with micro—wave pro- 
jects from centre to the 
provinces 


The Communications 
Ministry inside the count- 
ry maintains its telegrap 
hie communications with 
some provinces through 
channel avetem, whilst in 
some other provinces whi- 
ch lack channel avstem te- 
legraphic communications 
are being maintained thro- 
ugh wireless svstem 


The provinces having 
channel system consists of 
Ghazni. Kandahar, Heim: 
and, Herat Parwan, Bag- 
hlan Kunduz. Samangan, 
Bulkh, Nanga:har and Pa- 
ktia and the provinces wi- 
th wireless system are con- 
sists of Nimroz, Kandahar. 


Farvab, Badghis, Badakh- 
shan. and Kunduz. | 

Similarly official and 
private telephone and tel- 
egraphic communicatiors 
are maintained between 
Kabul— Moscow. Kabul— 
Frankfurt, Kabul—Rome, 
Kabul— Paris and Kabul 
—Deihi | Recently a surf- 
are sation maintaining TV 
contact between Kabul— 
Moscow through satellite 
has been set up here and 
put to operation In addi- 
tion to the above services 
this satellite will help in 


maintaining telephone ch- 
anne! 


CSO: 5500 


Opining on the operated 
on of coined telephone se- 
ta, the President of Tele- 
Communications 
ment said that out of the 
existing 132) telephone 
lines in Kabul nearly 600 
lines were separated = for 
local switchboards of Kh- 
air Khana Mena, Saved 
Noor Mohammad Shah 
Mena ete. in a bid to solve 
people's problems of whi- 
ch 16 lines are set for the 
use of coined telephone 
and at present 71 aré alre- 
adv installed and the rem: 
aiming five sete are to be 
installed next week, 


Regarding telephone fee 
he said that at present ev- 
ery telephone subscriber 
has to pay afs. 200 per me- 
nth as fee and afs. 1.50 for 
each local call In case the 
subscriber does not pay 
his due in time. his telep- 
hone switch will be put off 
and he has to pay afs. 500 
as fine and get his teleph- 
one line again. In case he 
does not pay the due for a 
period of seven months his 
telephone line will be cut 
off permanently and be 
transferred to another eli- 
gible person. 


Afghanistan maintains 
direct telephone contact 
with countries of Suviet 
Union, West Germany. Fr- 
ance, Italy, India, Iran and 
Pakistan and through the- 





se countries maintain con. 
tact with several other co- 
untries of the world. 

At the end he referved 
to the specific duties = of 
personne! of the departm- 
ent and added that the pe 
rsonnel concerned are ful- 
ly alert to see that best 
kind of services are cen- 
dered to the people as re- 

rds communications. 

odern equipment are ar 
ranged to see that everyth- 
ing is in order and in case 
something goes out of or- 
der it is being altered in 
the shortest possible time 
through well equipped wo- 
rkshop and ical pers- 
onnel in Kabul and other 
parts of the country. 











USSR 


BRIEFS 


USSR CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS=--The USSR Council of Ministers had adopted a 
decision on the development and introduction of a system of cable television 
and highly efficient systems of collective and individual reception of 
television transmissions. During the next 5 vears, six experimental sys- 
tems will be constructed in Moscow and begin functioning. They will serve 
about 400 subscribers, residents of a large modern housing block, and 10,000 
inhabitants of a microrayon. In Kallininskiy prospect in Moscow such sys- 
tems have been in operation for several years and serve 10,000 televisions. 
Cable television ensures exceptional, stable and high image quality. [Text] 
[LD120850 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 2230 GMT 11 Jul 80) 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW TELEPHONE SERVICE--Addis Ababa--The Ethiopian Telecommunications Serv- 
ice Monday announced that the Dessie-Aseab microwave line has come to com- 
pletion and has commenced giving service to the public. The Dessie-Assab 
microwave radio communications service has a capacity of transmitting 960 
telephone calls at one time. The Dessie-Assab microwave telephone line was 
inetalled at « cost of over 5,217,700 Birr in accordance with the five 
year development programme of the Ethiopian Telecommunications Service. 

The code number to be used for dialing to Assab is 03, (Text) [Addis 

Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 2 Jul 80 p 6) 
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KENYA 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY TRAINING INSTITUTE 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 15 Jul 80 p 5 


A NEW institute to train high other environmental differences 
J unications ~ f : He 
estore and Govt AoE ete Telecommunications Union 
be set up in Nasrots | 
It w to be called Une Advanced lecommunications Union 
level bey b | mil (PATU) tw 


j 





one for Faatern and matters related to 
Mr Kosgey appealed to the acrom political boundanes 
participants to co-ordinate He amid it would address iteelf 
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NIGEP 


BRIEFS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK OPENED--Intelsat (Thomson CSF [General Radio 
Company] and COF [General Electric Company) France) has just gotter a 
contract to supply and install a network of telecommuinications made up of 
Intelsat satellites, wireless beams, central telephone exchanges and five 
terrestrial stations. The entire project, costing nearly 100 million 
French francs, was inaugurated in May 1961 [as printed). It will be 
recalled that Niger is the 103-rd country to have subscribed to Intelsat. 
(Text ] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Jun 80 p 12) 5586 

















LNTRODUCTION OF PUBLIC TELEVISION SCHEDULED 


Victoria NATION in English 3 Jul 80 pp 1, 2 


[Text | 
TIMETABL! for the 
introduction of a pub 

lic television service to Sey: 


The plans are part of the 
continuing policy to provide 
factual and positive informa. 
hon on current events in the 
Republic and worldwide and 
to improve the two way com. 
munication between the go- 
ver-mert and peop e and bet 
ween our pecple and those 
overseas 


The aim is that by 1984 TV 
brcadcasts will cover the po. 
pulated areas of Mahe. Pras 
in. La Digue ard the inner 
islards in the short term it 
a felt that the most profitabie 
use will be in schools, but 
gradual’y a full service w'll be 
introduced 


The first stage will be to 
build a New broadcasting 


cervre with five radio and 
two TV studios at the north 
end of Sth June Avenue. This 
is planned for the period 
1981.83. 


Most of the present Radio 
Seychelles staff will work in 
the new centre, leaving the 
existing building at Union 
Vale for the Nation newspa 
per and Seyche'les Agence 
Presse, ' 


Five transmitters relays will 
be needed for the TV broad- 
casts. The first and main one 
will be at St. Louis Hill, with 
others to follow at Ste. Anne, 


Bei Ombre, Conical Hill 
(Anse Sole) and Oliver Hill 
(Pointe au Set) in a building 
programme during 1983 84 


Television sets wil! be ins- 
talled in ail schools and com 
munity centres for communi. 
ty viewing, thus making the 
service available to people 
who cannot afford to buy 
them. 


SEYCHELLES 

















Radio reception will be 
great'y improved by 4 new 
50 Kw medium wave trans 
mitter to be erected at Bar. 
barons in 1982, replacing the 
present 10 Kw one at Union 
Vale 


The new site and frequen. 
cy will improve coverage 
Over Mahe and extend a re. 
llabie service to all but the 


most distam islands. 


in the Aldabra and Farqu 
Nar areas, reception is @x- 
pected to be weak but relia 
be during the day though 
habie to interference at 
night 


Following the establish. 
ment of the news agency 
SAP. the next step is a re 
ception centre to take des. 
patches from national corres. 
pondents and = international 
news agencies, as well as 
transmitting news of Seycrel-. 
leg to them. 


A radio News receiving sta- 
tion is also planned, the site 
prcposed being on the north 
coast of Mahe where the high 
ground of Morne Seycheiiors 
and Signal Hill wi'l not cbs- 
truct reception 
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ZIMBABWE 


[IMPACT OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY, STAFF SHORTAGES DISCUSSED 


Salisbury THE HERALD-BUSINESS HERALD in English 17 Jul 80 pp 4, 6 


[Selected items from a survey compiled by Business Reporter Lsobel 
Humphreys, who is an affiliate member of the Computer Society of 


Zimbabwe. | 
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has sometimes been ap ai- 
moat disaetrous 


equipment produced in the 
ear'y part of thie decade 
There are cow several 
manufacturers who have 
perfected this pew tech- 
nology and are producing 


really reliable vet simple 
computer «vatema. 

With Zi shahwee rapid: 
ly expanding population 
common ‘lief that com- 

terieation will reduce 

h opportupities ie a mis- 
concertion Experts «ay 
computers rarely if ever 
take over peoples jobs or 
reduce «staf? = establish. 
ments 

The most (tmportact 
task ‘9 this country ie to 
create jobs expand 


fnumao and oatural r- 


If computertsation cap 
achieve this. particularly 
in the light of the present 
brain-drain = felt rough- 
out commerce and in- 
dustry. then it must be 
encoura 


ged 
Many industrialists say 
they are already = ex- 
periencing administrative 
This is restrict. 
ing their abilitv to expand 
im the labour intensive 


areas) where the creation 
of jobs will provide the 











sector the potential for 


he 
building up. the in- 


frastructure ie limitiess 
However throughout 
the naduatry, both manu 
facturers and computer 
application consultants 
nave isaued grave warn. 
men on the pitfalla and 
the many dangers that 
can oarise)=«6ffom—o com. 
puteriaation — partic: 
ularly to (be few user, 
Buying 4 computer is 
not the same a0 fuving 
any other piece of office 
equipment or furniture 
‘aithough « few manufac 
turers disagreed on thie 
point). The majority of 


. td fhe I, eaten 
s adopted. it can provide 
more probleme than solu- 
tions 

Installing a computer 
system is extremely ex- 
pensive not only in the in- 
itial cost of the equip. 
ment The programmes 
and specialised = staffing 
requirements will 
even more costiy than the 
equipment. 

Experts say there is no 
such thing as a “bargain” 
in the computer industry 
and 6the)=6few)obusiness 
organisations who think 
they have had a cheap 


deal have paid dearly over 
the veara’ 


Comauilants believe the 
dangers of \Matuiling aged 
a system do aot 

ye i cCompuleriaation |t 
eelf, but in the =e ip 


t appears the major 
joms lie in ‘over trading 
and the high cost of im. 
porting the equipment 

Five years ago there 
were a6 ® Lim ted [our 
companies, actively in- 
voived if computers, of 
which only two imported 
nardware (equipment. 

Today there are 15 com- 
mereial suppliers of com- 
puter equipment 

With atrict import con. 
trola and severe iack of 
foreiga = s currency the 
question arises whether 
all these compaties — 
who rely entirely on im- 
ports — can survive” 

Said a Salisbury con- 
sultant: “If an average of 

computers a year 

are imported over the 
next two years, I will be 
extremely su | 

It seems inevitable that 
if there is an average of 
eignt sales 8 
company 4 year over the 
next two years. some of 


Shortage of Staff Creating Problems 


THERE is a world-wide shortage of qualified ex- 
perienced computer staff. In Zimbabwes expanding 
computer industry together with present «Migration 
trencs, the situation could become acute. 

There are more than 700 people dire. ‘iy employed in 
the Zimbabwean computer industry [It .« estimated that 
about 156 left the country in the post 12 months, and 
a further 107 have either left the country or left the 


profession 


Many are lured by the much oigher salaries offered 
in South Africa and others have left the country to 


keep up with advanced technology. 


Several of the computer suppliers offer courses for 
their clients staff in addition a computer consultancy 


has estat ished a school 
prorcrainmers 


earlier this year to train 


Corporate relations mapager for ICL. Mr Alan Cockle. 
said: “We provide the basie training in Salisbury to 
meet our clients demands. It takes several years for a 
programmer or system analyst to be fully com- 
petent. However, with the basic training we provide, 
they are able to continue their experience on the job.” 


the suppliers who ave re: 
cently eatabliahed businera 
if Wiis Country, and’ pron 
ably even some = eatab- 
lished companies, could 
become son-viable 

Aagother consultant 
said: “It's not a matter of 
juat diluting the currency 
available to import sew 
equipment ita the mone) 
required to Keep latkeup 
eervice® afiG «tia fle of 
‘uch — large variety of 
Makes ind different (ype 
of machines" 

Computers are at th 
top of high technolog) 
and are very complex aac 
expensive to support ano 
Maintain, particularly 4 
they are still a highs 
vol.ule and changin 


a 
On ection it appear 
most computers are com 


petive on a price-per 
“However. s¢ 

’ t 
experta in ihe nieide th: 
most vital point a sew 
user should examine be 
fore buying equipment, | 
the support services whic! 
should go with a comput 
surchase 

The other major pro: 
lem the computer noiustr 
faces, is shortage of @x 
periemced and == train: 
staff. 

The probiem i« not per 
culiar to this country, bu! 
*xiat® of a glohal «cale 
There is a worldwide 
shortage of expenenceo 
SrogT immers ind aVa- 
tems apalyvats 











Three manufacturers 
and diatributors w Zim- 
babwe offer aptitude testa 
om request for customer: 
users’ staff and will, on a 
limited scale, embark of 
traiming courses for the 
clieaila 

However, some  con- 
troversy has arisen as to 
whether such = aptitude 
testa are suitable for the 
various ethnie groups ip 
thie country 

Said chairman of the 
Computer Society of Zim- 
habwe, Mr John Dawson: 
"Many of the aptitude 
tests which have been 
used in the past are cul- 
turally biased. We now 
have to work on takin 
‘hie cultural bias out a 
organise the work t- 
terna to allow more black 
studenta to find careers.” 

waa confirmed by 
Mr Alastair Watermeyer, 
who conducted the pro- 
srammerw® courses run by 
Cc. F Tulley Associates 
earlier this year. 

“The of staff 


la not due to lack of en- 
thusiaam. We received 370 
applications for the 
course, of which we 
selected only 15 for final 


ining. 

“We believe  con- 
ventional aptitude tests 
have been the root cause 


CSO: 5500 


behind the worldwide 
shortage of trained com- 
puter start, Conventional 
testa exclude all but 1,5 
reent to 43 percent of 
rs applicationa and 
usually 99 percent of Afrt- 
canbe 
‘If the local computer 
industry ia to survive and 
. , Affieana Must be 
rought into participation 
We _ believe established 
testa discriminate heavily 
against the African and 
hia ability to demonstrate 
& measurable level of 
abstract —ay which 
ia important to the pro- 
ammer.” said Mr 

‘atermeyer 

On a4 modified teat, 
adapted to Zimbabwean 
conditions, Mr Water- 
meyer said 20 percent 
African accepiance was 
recorded against 80 per- 
cent Eu acceptance. 

“This not yet an 
acceptable result and ob- 
viously more research is 
needed,” he said. 

Mr Errol Hovelmeter of 
TBM said “1 gather this 
ethnic difference does 
exist. The 


Computer 


— 
— 


— 





Society | believe. haa 
asked the University of 
Zimbabwe to investigate 
Whether aptitude teats 
formulated and designed 
in Europe and America 
are suitable here.” 
Experta say that the 
staffing situation ia going 
to be much worse ip Zim- 
babwe because. of the sud- 
den release from the fal- 
wely restricted computer 
situation during UDI 


years 

Mr Basil Ageson, 
managing director of 
NCR in Zimbabwe says: 
"I dont think we should 
ut too much emphasis on 
he cultural bias in these 
tests, After all, they have 
Stood the test of time 
internationally, invoiving 
v many ethnic groups 
an different cultures, 
with a large degree of 
success 

“Nobody has ever 
Claimed aptitude tests are 
infallable They provide 
the fecessary guidelines 
for any company about to 
invest heavily in computer 
ersonnel training,’ said 
r Ageson. 














ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


COMPUTER FOR RAILWAYS=-The national railways will soon be able to monitor 
the movements of all their trucks throughout the railways network thanks 
to computerisation. The machine will be responsible for the control of 
all wagons. Terminals at monitoring yards throughout the country will 
monitor the movement of wagons and report back to the central computer. 
In this way, more efficient use of available rolling stock will be pos- 
sible. The computer, a Perkin-Elmer 3220, replaces existing equipment. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD-BUSINESS HERALD in English 17 Jul 80 p 5] 


AFC COMPUTER--The Agricultural Finance Corporation is installing its own 
computer system to cope with expected expansion. The machine, a ME29, 
arrived in Zimbabwe on Sunday and is undergoing pre-delivery testing at 
ICL headquarters, Salisbury. The model, which was first launched in 
Britain earlier this year, is a compact office unit. During the first 
month of the launch, ICL accepted orders worth over $10 million for the 
new model. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD-BUSINESS HERALD in English 

17 Jul 80 p 1] 
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